10/5/2019

Baldw o County Highway Department
Permit Division

P.O. Eox 220

Silver} ill, AT, 36576

Fax: (¢51) 937-0227

LETTZR SENT VIA FAX AND REGULAR MAIL

Re:  Application for License to Clear Unopened Right-of-Way
Case Number #1.A-19013

To Wlom It May Concem:

I am responding to the notice I received regarding Burgess Thomasson’s and the
Thom isson Tmst’s request for a license allowing them the sight to clear a 20-foot by 2,330-feor
path t» provide access to their property located to the east of 3* Street. I undetstand that this
reques: will be considered during a meeting of the Baldwin County Commission Work Session
schedi led for Ocrober 8%, 2019, which I plan to atiend.

I believe that the request should he denmied for a number of reasons. First, the
Thom issons already have access to the property, making the license unnecessary. Based on my
review of the application materials and the notice I received, the license is putportedly needed so
that tt e Thomassoos can access the pwoperty. My understandiag is thar the Thomassons are
planni 1g to market and sell the property to 2 buyer and that they would like to clear the right-of-
way 10 help them show the property. However, they already have sufficient access to the
proper ty that would allow them to show it to potential buyers. There is a udlity easement on the
easters, side of the property that is already cleared, and I believe that there is also an oldet
~loggin.; tzail that provides-the Fhomassons scosss: to the-property. Beecause: sccess already-exists;
it is ur necessary to clear a path down the 3% Street right-of-way.

In additon to being unnecessary, clearing 3% Street as requested will create several
problems for the residents of Monrrose. Clearing this right-of-way will likcly lead to drainage
.;and exdsion issucs, especially given that thege. is-a Jarge gully. ruaning across 3° Street. I'm-also -
wortie that cleating the tight-of-way will cause problems similar to those currently occurring on
2% Str zer. T have spoken with Barty Booth and-other residests living ddjicent to 2+ Suect, who
have rzported finding trash and other indications that people are camping and loitering on the
right ¢ f way, which concerns me. These are ongoing issues that we do not wish to have on 3%
Street if they can be avoided.



Lastly, my neighbors and [ arc especially concerned that unnecessarily clearing this righe-
of-wa ;- will be dve firsvim a series-of swps-esding w-the everinzal opening of 37 Street and other’
conntcting strects such as Adams, Chapman and Tavlor Streets. Montrose is a historic
neighyorhood with small quict roads and beautiful trees, and we believe that the integrity of the
neigh sorhood shoald be preserved at all vosts. Opening 37 Serect would: do just the opposite.
woulc lead ro increased rraffic off of US. Hwy. 98, create public safety issues stemming from
addid yndl ai-wheel vehicles on these smail, narrow mads, and would compromise the
neigh rorhood’s unique and rusal feel. Taken together, these impacts would cause irreversible
harm 1o the rnakeup of the Montrose community.

Mr. Larry Chason, who spoke on behaif of the Thomasons in meetings with the City of
Pairts e Pladnirg Comnmssion, hus-acknowledged as much. Fle wit the Plannisg Commission
on se reral occasions thart there is no plan w open these existing rights of ways or w connect a
future development to Montrose. Mr. Chason went so far as to propose a Planmed Unit
Dew'opmear PUD) w the Ciy of Faihopes Planning Commission for this furure
development. That plan did not include any access to 3* Street or any of its parallel streets, and
the C vy adopted this PUD m February of 2017, Morcover, past County Commissioners have
expre sed that there is no plan by the County ro open these rights of ways for the same reasons.

-Considering shat the Thomassons wlready have access o the ‘properry in queston and
given both the concerns set out in this Jetter and the representations made 1o the Civ of
Fuirheipe andthe residents of Montrose in the past mga:dmg this very issue, a3 hope is thart the
Comriission will respectfully deny the request to grant the license the Thomassons have applied
for. I appreciate vour time in consideraton in this matter.

Sincerely,

s and Aveda We Guﬂ%w

7383 Jaylen,
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