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WHALES

typically spotted in the At
lantic Ocean around New
England, mid-Atlantic and
the US. southeast, Carmi-
chael said To ensure safety
of the whales and view
she said it is best to stay at
least 600 vards, or “about five
footkall ficlds.” away from
any whale sighted in the
Gulf.

Whale sightings can be re-
ported to 877-042-5343
1377 WHALE-HELP) or to the
coast guard via VHE FM CH
1 ight whales are
“slow-moving animals.” they
are at a high risk of boat col
lisions. Carmichael said that
if a vesse] were to intention
ally approach a whale, the
driver could be charged with
a violation ot tederal law.

Carmichael said the pair of
right whales was last spotted
off the Florida coast in early

he Baldwin

January. One of the whales
was contirmed to be adult fe-

male, Curlew, while the other

could not be confirmed. How
ever, Carmichael said Curlew
typically travels with anoth-
er aduit female whale named
Keala

Other sources, such as the
Right Whale Sighting Net
work, Gulf State Park and
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservatién Conumission
(FWC) Fish and Wildlife Re
search Institute Facebook
tges, identified the noncen-
firmed whale as Koala

“Tt is estimated that repro-
ductive adult females com

prise less than 25% of the re-
maining right whale popula-
tion, making sightings of
acult temales even more

" Carmichael said

rare,

bEd.lTh Institute’s post states
the two whales could be spot-
ted throughout the Alabama
Gulf Coast and the Florida
Panhandle or West Ceast “in
the coming days and weeks "
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The post also states that
“very little is known'” about
right whale migration from
the Atlantic Ocean to the
Gulf, which President Denald
Trump recently renamed the
Gulf of America via an exec
utive urder.

“Despite their enormous
size, right whales mamtain a
low profile (like an allipator
ar log) and are often difficalt
o spot.” the FWC post reads

“Roaters arc urged to posta
lookout If a whale is spatted,
slow down and operate al a
slow speed o put your en-
gine in neutral if possible

‘The post also states to

“never pursue or follow a

seene’” and leave [ht‘ area in
a slow, cautious manner
Marine mammals are pro
tected under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act, the
post states, and right whales
are also protected under the
Endangered Species Act, vor-
roborating what Carmichacl
said about the federal vicla
tioh, stating it is “ag
Tawr (30 € 2211031
vards must be maintained
between the whale and any
“vessel, non motorized
equipment and aircrafl”
“Livery wintel, many right
whales travel more than 1,000
miles [rom their feeding
s off Canada and New
an nd to the warm coastal
waters off the southern Umi
ed States, " the FWC post
reads. “These waters are
‘where pregnant right whales
typically give birth and nurse
thek: ung, but other adult
i es are also

regular visitors.
The Gulf State Park's
E‘J:ebnul\ pust states Koala

ql.i.‘"l(‘rl anvone w hn pasteld
pictures of the whales along
the Alabama coast to tag

Gult State Park
The pufl from
Sighting

Management Plan.

6837 ext. 2693.

BALDWIN COUNTY COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Baldwin County Alabama
Flocd Hazard Management Plan

Notice is hereby given that the Baldwin Gounty Commission
will conduct a public hearing concerning
An update to the Baldwin County, Alabama Flood Hazard

The public hearing will be conducted during the regular mest-
ing of the Baldwin County Commission, which is scheduled
for Tuesday, February 18. 2025, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at
the Baldwin County Fairhope Satellite Courthouse, County
Commission Meeting Chambers-2nd Floor, 1100 Fairhope
Avenue, Fairhope AL 36532.
Information related to the plan can be viewed online at

https://baidwincountyal gov/departments/building-inspection

or in the office of the Baldwin County, Building Department
201 East Section Avenue, Foley, Al..36535

during normal business hours. You can also speak with
someone by telephone about the plan by calling (251)-972-

You may submit comments about the plan by email
to:buildingdepartment@baldwincountyal.gov

or by sending correspondence to the Baldwin County Build-
ing Department, 201 East Section Avenue, Foley, Al
36535. If you would like to address the Baldwin County Com-
mission in person, please attend the public hearing at the
time and location listed above.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color,
national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or family status.
Persons who require special accommodations under the
Americans with Disabilities Act or those requiring language
translation services should contact Mindy Smith at the Bald-
win County Building Department at (251) 972-6837 or mindy.
smith@baldwincountyal.qov

abama,

whale, Snoweone, “brought
her very young calf” to the
area In 2020 during the calv-
ing season. The calf was
“strack by two different
small vessels” just week:
apayrt in their journey back
north

“Right whales in the Guif
do ocenr, although they are
rare,” the Right Whale Sight
ing Network post re e
‘beat this drum often, but itis
erucial for people to keep
their distanee and report
sightings as soon as possi
ble ™

According to the Mational
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA]
site, the North Atlantic right
whale 1s onc among two
other species of right whale
the North Pacific right whale
and the Southern right
whale, “which is found in the
southern hemisphere.”

North Atlantic right
whales can weigh up to
142,060 pounds and measure
up to 52 feet in length, the
NOAA website states. Thelr
lifespan is typically up to 7o
yea

Commercial wh

“to the brink al‘ex
" hy the early 1890s
les got thelr name
“from being the ‘right’
whales to hunt” as they
would float after they were
Lilled

“Whaling is no longer a
threat, but they have never
recovered to pre-whaling
numbers, and human inter
actions still present the
greatest danger to this spe
" the website reads. “En
tanglement in fishing gear
and vessel strikes are the
leading ¢ s af North At
lantic right whale mortality.”

Another cause of concern,
the website states, is the -
creasing £ noise in the
ocean from human activities,
which “may intertere”’ with
how right whales ¢ ummum
cate with cach other and
crease {heir stress
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Two North Atlantic right whales,

GULFCOASTMEDIA.COM

JER NOAA PLRMIN 20555
ldennﬁed as Curlew and Koala,

were spotted cff the Alabama coast in Orange Beach on Feb, 2.

Human impacts “continue
to threaten the survival” of
right whales, according to
the NOAA website, and there
are only about 70 active re-
producing females in the esti-
mated population of 470 This
species was added to the list
of species covered under the
Endangered Species Act in
1wn

The website also states
that this specics of right
whale has experienced "an
ongoing Unusoal Murtality
Event” (UME) since 2017
UME, which impacts more
than 20% of the population,
cemsists of whales reported
tu heill hally injured,
seriously injured and dead

“Individuals are only
counted onee in the UME,”
the website reads. * Sclentists
estimate that only about one

-
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third of North Atlantic right
whale deaths are detected ”
With the biggesl (hreats
mentioned by NOAA being
entanglements in fishi
gear. vessel stril
change and ocean no
website encourages everyone
to report whale sightings
“frum Virginia to Madne” at
{B66) T55-6622 and from “Flor-
ida to North Carclina” at the
previeusly mentioned num
ber, Whale Alert app and
coast guard channel. The app
anid channel can be used for
reports lrom any location
“Numerous organizations
around the country are
trained and ready ture
spond " the NOAA website
reads. “Never approach or
try to save an injured or e
tangled animal yourself it
can be dangerous to both the
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