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BRATS is important service 1

by Morgon - Little -

For some senior citizens, it's the
only contact- they Keve with
others, And some have no other
wiy to visit relatives, a doctor or
do vital shapping.

. 1i's the BRATS {Baldwin Hural
Arwa Transportation System) bus
sorvice, which also has allowed
some. piople’ to hold- jobs who

| otherwise have no reliable way to
gk for _WDI"L A

The State and eointy - funded”

‘bus gervice is now operating.in
‘Cantral Baldwin two duys a week,
“Wodnaedays and Fridays offering
* transportation” snd the “msagic
carpet”’- almost private taxi is as
-niar os 6 telephone, ’
~Folks in Robertadale, “Loxley.
Summerdale, . Silverhill, Flsanor

“gnd Seminole: may telephone: the
Robertsdale Senior Citizens

| Conber—-947-2360-—- to arrange to;

wisit a relabive, go Lo & beauty or
harher shop, the courthouse or ¢~

ty hall, grocery shopping or
anywhere in the county from Lit-
tle Hivar to Gulf Shores. -
"W wonld like to know 34
hevrs in @dvarce so we can plan
the rontes," states Rtosie Brosdus,
transporation coordinator for

“Baldwin County, .

Mre, Anna Belle Beverly, diree-
tor of the Senior Centér in Hobert-
sdale, will arrange for thoas eall-
ing in A transportation noed to be
scheduled for pick-up and return
home, The center alao has a short-
wave radio to communicale with
the bua driver st all times.

" Al present, BRATS has seven
buses operating in Baldwin from
cantera In Foley, Fairhope, Bay
Minette and Rohertadale,

Thio door-to-dior sérvies is fund-
ed by the Alabarma State Highway

‘Department and the - Baldwin

County Commissjon..
Acthally the buses are lar

tuatom wans fitted with fops high'
cenough that riders can stand up -

without their heads hitting the
aof.

4

Robertedule purticipates finan-
::'Lallgahy providing a headguarters
ab the senior center wilh person-
nel to handle the telephone and
radin. .

Ma. Broadus hopes that a fund
drive in September will provide
jenough funds to expand the
‘marvice.
| Some of the dderly freely offer
|statements such as this; “Most of
ithe time, T never aee another liv-
ling soul until 1-aee you,” savs
BRATS driver Elaine Gill, who
adds there are many older parsons
who have no ono to take them

laces whers they both need and
Just want Lo go. -

Mra. Gill says she often hears
conversations among the
_passengers telling of the lonliness
they exporience betdiecn trips on
the bus.” The bus gjves them a
chance’ to gel, out, éat out, get

medical attention or just walk
arcund town and visit a while.”

Then there are the ones who use
the serviee on a regular basis—-
those wha have no other roliable
way to travel—to gel to a joh-to
earn a lving,

"We have at least 10 people
right now who could not work
because no transportation was
available to them,"” Mra, Gill daid,

“And we have a'waiting list. for

people who need o way Lo work. -
and then back home”  Ms.

. . Thie Baldwin Rural Area Transportation system

(BRATS) has expanded in central Baldwin,
np-uatiw'nut of the Robertsdale Senior Citizens

ednesday and Friday. Roberisdale Mayor

George Pervy “Thames, left, cooperated: with

Canter

Broadus added. Seme are already
working but have poor and
unreliahle transportation. ' Some
mias whole and parts of days just
because they can't get there,"" shi

said.

“Having this service available
maltes productive citizens out of
persons who otherwise couldn't [
hecansa of lack of transportation,”
slates Robertsdals Mayor George

- Pervy Thames.
He pointed out that the
BRATS service has given doxens

Expanded bus service

ding space, teléphongs
‘sanel far scheduting door-to-door transpol
Others from left are county BRATS. coor
_Rosie Brodus; driver Elaine Gill; and cen
tor Anna Belle Beverly. (Photo by Mo

BRATS by provi

o Baldwin County citizens

of elderly folks a renewed foeling
of indepenidence.” They don’l have
to feel guilty aboul their chilcdran
having to Lake off from work o
take them to the docter or any
other placs they need or want to -
g, Thames said. o
Oh, yes, Ms, Broadus and Mre.
Gill gay they've taken & lot of Tid-
ding sbout. the' "BRATS Bus .
Stop” signs around the county,
mostly from fotks wha wanl to ©

-know why thi “mean kids" have
thair own bos service, o
. [] 3

7







M THE CRITICAL QUESTION:

DO WE STILL HAVE A SERVICE
THAT PEOPLE WANT TO USE?

AS CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS
CHANGE, SO MUST OUR SERVICE.
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Can BRATS take me there?
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Can BRATS take me there?
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Objectives:

1. Serve existing passengers
2. EXpand to new passengers



The future of public transit in Baldwin County
The world'’s first rural mobility on demand (MOD) deployment

Fully replacing current fixed routes
and pre-scheduled zone service with
more flexible options for riders

~  Trips within primary zones
can be on-demand

Trips between primary zones
v can be prescheduled in as
little as 3 hours in advance

Trips between outer zones
v can be prescheduled in as
' little as 12 hours in advance




Service zone.

Within Primary zone:
Book on-demand

Between Primary zones:
Book 3 hours in advance

Outer zones:
Book 12 hours in advance

One-way ride pricing.

O-5Miles .............. $2.00
S51-10Miles .............. $2.50
101-15Miles .............. $3.00
151=20Miles ....ovievivns $3.50
200-25Mitas . ..o mnsss $4.00
D51 =30 MiIleS s e $4.50
300 -35Miles .. i $5.00

Additional guest - $2 Flat fare.

Stockton/
Tensaw

Whitehouse Fork/
Crossroads

Bromley

Eastern Shore

Central

(O Primary zone

O Outer zone

Barnwell/Marlow/
Magnolia Springs/
Bon Secour

Perdido/
Rabun/
Lottie

Gateswood

Stapleton

Elsanor/
Seminole

Elberta/
Lillian

Gulf Shores/
Orange Beach
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DRIVER

ANALYTICS

Mark_0 Brand_0.1

Kellie Bryars

Angela Andrew

Lisa Crowe

Mancy Kooyenga

William Walley

Jog Dishman

Ray Mayo

Jerry Grady

Elizabeth Spotswood

Felix Laurel

Bonnie Davis

Jamie Lagan

Brenda Davis
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Walk to Pickup
11 Main S
lai

o Pickup in 3 min

Plate #: 16

Vehicl

M
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Coming Soon:
(hopefully)

1. Web Booking Portal
2. More Versatile Fleet
3. Marketing Push



QUESTIONS OR
FEEDBACK?



