
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS 
OF THE 

BALDWIN COUNTY HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 



I. NAME 

The name of this organization shall be the BALDWIN COUNTY HISTORIC @ DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION, hereinafter referred to as the "HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION established and created by the Baldwin County Commission, the governing 
body of Baldwin County, Alabama, as authorized by Act No. 80-497 [Acts of Alabama, Regular 
Session 1980, Vol. 11, p. 7691 as amended by Act No. 89-960 [Acts of Alabama, Regular Session 
1989, Vol. 2, p. 18971, further, approving and adopting this Constitution and these By-laws, 
during the November 6,1984, regular meeting, as amended during the Ocotber 1,2002, regular 
meeting. 

11. NATURE 

The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall constitute a non-profit 
governmental agency whose funds shall be used exclusively for public purposes. Such 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall have a tax exempt status, and the properties 
of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION and the income therefrom together with all 
leases, agreements and contracts made by it, shall be forever exempt from any and all taxation by 
the State of Alabama and any political subdivision thereof, including, but no limited to, income, 
admission, amusement, excise and ad Y 

In. COMPOSITION OF HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION / 
MEMBERSHIP 1 TERM(S) * - -  

- - 

The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall be composed of twelve (12) 
members, styled as Commissioners of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION, who 
shall be selected / appointed by the Baldwin County Commission in such a manner as to serve 
overlapping terms. All members shall be residents of Baldwin County, Alabama. 

Except for the first members, the term of each member shall be for four (4) years. The 
terms of all members shall commence on the 3rd day of July, in the year in which the member 
was appointed. With respect to the initial membership of the HISTORlC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION, the Executive Committee of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
in its sole discretion shall designate three (3) places on the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION whose terms shall expire at the end of one (1) year from the date of the initial 
appointment, three (3) places whose term shall expire two (2) years from the date of initial 
appointment, three (3) places whose term shall expire three (3) years from the date of initial 
appointment, and the remaining places terms shall expire four (4) years after the date of initial 
appointment. The terms of all members appointed upon the expiration of the term of any place 
on the initial commission shall be for four (4) years. Nothing herein shall be construed to 
prevent a person from being appointed to succeeding terms. 

Not less than one (1) month prior to the expiration of the term of any member, the 
Executive Committee of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall recommend to 
the Baldwin County Commission persons, who, in the opinion of the Executive Committee of the 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION, are qualified to serve on the HISTORIC @ DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. Such recommendations shall be of an advisory nature only, 
and shall in no way be construed to be binding on the Baldwin County Commission. 



IV. VACANCIES 

If a member is absent without excuse horn three (3) consecutive regular HlSTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION meetings, such member shall be removed from ofice by the 
Executive Committee of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. 

All vacancies occurring on the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall be 
filled by the Baldwin County Commission for the remainder of such respective member's term. 

V. PURPOSES 

The HISTORJC D E V E L G P m S M I S S J O N  shall have as its purposes: 

A. The and protection of buildings of historic and 
architectural value in the historic and preservation districts, 
and the maintenance of the distinctive character of these 
districts; and 

B. The fostering and encouraging of the preservation, restoration 
and utilizing of buildings of historic and architectural value in 
the historic districts; and 

C. The development and promotion of historic districts as tourist 
attractions of historic and economic value; and 

D. Making recommendations to the Baldwin County Commission 
of the designation and creation of historic and preservation 
districts within Baldwin County. 

E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution & 
By-laws and 1 or these articles, these purposes are limited to 
those described in Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 or any other corresponding provisions of any 
future United States Internal Revenue Law. 



VI. DUTIES AND POWERS 

The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall have the duties, powers and 
authority as fofolio~~: 

A. All power, authority & privileges as set forth in Act No. 80-497 
[Acts of Alabama, Regular Session 1980, Vol. D[, p. 7691 as 
amended by Act No. 89-960 [Acts of Alabama, Regular Session 
1989, Vol. 2, p. 18971, and, further, all power, authority & 
privileges as conferred on it by the General Laws of the State 
of Alabama; and 

B. To purchase, sell, contract to purchase, contract to sell, own, 
encumber, lease, mortgage, and insure real and personal property 
of all kinds and descriptions; and 

C. To request, solicit and accept gifts, donations, pledges, fees, 
bequests, devises, loans or appropriations from any source 
whatsoever; and 

D. To set up at such I a h l  depository or depositories within 
Baldwin County, as it may select, a "Revolving Fund for 
Historic Development" which shall be composed of the monies 
which may come into its hands fiom any source whatsoever 
and which shall be used for the furtherance of the objectives 
and purposes of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION; and 

E. To employ such professional, ofice, technical and other 
personnel as may be necessary or desirable for the carrying out, 
in the most efficient manner, the purposes of the HISTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. 

F. The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall 
submit, annually, a written report to the Baldwin County 
Commission containing a review of the activities of the 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION for the 
previous year and the proposed activities for the coming year. 

G. To do and accomplish such things as may be necessary or 
advisable to carry out or effectuate the pwposes of the 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. 



VII. R :ULES AND REGULATIONS 

The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall operate under this Constitution 
and By-laws as approved by the Baldwin County Commission. The HISTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall elect a Chairman from the members thereof. The term 
of the Chairman shall be one (1) year commencing on the 3rd day of July of each year, and the 
Chairman may succeed himself / herself. The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
shall hold regular meetings as may be scheduled by the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION, but not less than bi-monthiy. The HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION shall adopt rules for transaction of business and shall keep a record of its 
resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations. The conduct of all meetings shall be 
governed by Roberts Rules of Order. 

In addition to the Chairman, the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMM[SSION shall 
elect annually from its membership, a Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. These officers, 
plus the immediate past Chairman, shall constitute the Executive Committee of the HISTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. The Executive Committee of the HISTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall have such powers as may be designated by the 
HISTORIC-)lEVEL(7PMENT C O ~ ~ u r z m n a y  be otherwise herein provided. 
Additionally, the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION may designate Standing or 
Interim Committees as may be deemed appropriate. 

- - -  

The Chairman shall ~reside at all meetings of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COIvfMISSION or of the Executive Committee of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION, except that in the event of the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman shall 
preside. All officers and members shall perform such duties and hct ions  as may be assigned by 
the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. 

VIII. MEETINGS 

Regular meetings of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION shall be held on 
the 1st Wednesday of every month unless otherwise stated. Special meetings may be cailed by 
the Chairman, a majority of the members of the Executive Committee of the HISTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMTSSION, or any three (3) HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION members. 

Fifty-one percent (5 1 %) of HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION members 
shall constitute a quorum for any meeting of the HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. 
Three (3) members in attendance at an executive meeting shall be required for a quorum and a 
majority of the members of any other committee shall constitute a quonun. 

All decisions requiring a vote shall be by a majority vote of members voting. Each 
member shall have one (1) vote and no vote by proxy shall be recognized. 



IX. DISSOLUTION 

In the event of dissolution, the residual assets of the organization will be turned over to 
one or more organizations which themselves are exempt as organizations described in Sections 
501 (c) (3) and 170 (c) (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or corresponding sections of 
any prior or future law, or to the Federal, State or local government for exclusive public purpose. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution & By-laws and / or these 
articles, this corporation will not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by 
(a) a corporation exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954 of the corresponding provisions o h y  future United States Internal 
Revenue Law or (b) a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170 (c) 
(2) of the Internal Revenue of 1954 or any other corresponding provisions of any future United 
States Internal Revenue Law. 

X. AMENDMENTS 

Amendments may be made to this Constitution and By-laws by a two-thirds (213) vote 
of the members voting. A minimum of thxty (30) days prior notice s h d  be given by mail to 
each member, which notice shall set forth in 1 1 1  the proposed amendment. All such 
amendments must be ratified and confirmed by the Baldwin County Commission. 



Act No. 80-497 H. 1059-Penry. McM~llan 

AN ACT 
Relalm~ 11, Raldwn Counl).. aulhor,rmp the m m l y  mrnmis%lwn 8 protee: lhe 

hxlortr and preurvatinn d,.tr~cir. rrealm. rertsw s~enmes lo promole thc 
pre~rrvnl innafrurhd~svrrL~ w h r ~ h  are I h r a ~ n r a r ~ l o b e I w ~ t e ~  m l h e d ~ ~ w ~ t e d  
hxnlorw divlrm4. and adaplmznthrr pruuamnr noeeilrarv UI elfwt the 1)Wmsesaf 

Section 1 The county commlwlon of Haldwln Count) mag 
adoor ordrnanres to "roteel the hlstortr arch~tectural character of 
theeounty in the manner hereinafter prescribed. 

Section 2. The county commission may designate as a 
htntoric distrtct any sectron of the county containing buildiws 
designated by the Historic American Buildings Survey or any 
other recognized historic buildings survey, and having an overall 
atmosphere of architectural and hisCoric distinction. In addition 
thereto, the county commission may also designate a second type of 
district tn be known as a Preservation District tn preserve the 
distinctive architectural character of the comly by recognizing 
neighborhoods that continue to grow and deveiop over thecourseof 
years and pwess  a unique character that merits reeonnition and 
protectton. 

Section 3. A historic developmen1 commission with th+ 
[lowing membership. duties and powers may be created by the 

ounty-commission. 

(A) Said commission shall be composed of no lem than eleven 
members who shall be selected by the county commission in such a 
manner as lo  serve overlapping lerms. Except for the first 
members. their terms shall be Four years. 

(B) The commission shall operate under a constitution as 
adopt+ ,by the commission and approved by the county 
commtsslon. 

IC) The commission shall have ss its purposes (1) the 
preservation and protection of buildings of historic and 



arch~tprtural value In the h~storic districts, acdefined In Section 2 
of thisact. and the mamtenanceofthedistinctivecharacterof these 
d~s t r~c t s .  (2) the foslerina and encouraging of the preservatton. 
restoration, and util~zation of hulldings of h~storic and 
architectuml value in the h~s to r~c  d1str1cLs.(3) thedevelopment and 
promotion of histor~c d~s t r~c t s ,  a. maJnr tourlst attractions of 
h~s lo r~c  and economic value. 

(Dl S a d  commission shall have the power and authority in 
addition to all powers conferred on 11 by the general law, (1) to 
purchase. sell, contract to purchase. contract to sell, own, 

I 
encumber. lease, mortgage. and m u r e  real and pemnal property 
of all kmds and descriptions: (2) to request, solicit and accept gifts, 
donations. pledges. fees. bequests, devises. loans or appropriations 
from any source whatsoever: (3) toset upatsuch lawful depository 
or depnsitories within Raldwin County. a it may select, a 
"Revolvin~ Fund lor Historic Development" which shall be 

I compmed of the monies which may rome into IL? hands from any 
source whatsoever and which shall be used ior the furtherance of 
the objectives and purposes of the commiscion, and (4) the 
rummission may employ such professional. office. technical and 
other p~rsonnel as m&v be necessary or desirable for the carrying 

I uut in thegostefficient mannerofthe purposesofsuchcommission. 

f E )  The commiss~on shall conq t~ tu te  a n o n p r a f ~ t  
governmental agency w h a  funds shall be used exclus~vely for 
publlc purposes Such comm~ss~on shall have a tax exempt status. 

I 
and the pmpert~es of the commlssron and the mcome therefrom 
together w~th  all leases a~reementsandcontracB madebvIt.shali 
be forever exempt from any and all taxation by the State of 
Alabama and any pnl~t~eal subd~vlsion thereof. mcludmg, but not 
lrmrled to. Income, admrss~on. amusement. exose and ad valorem 
taxes 

I (Fl It shall be the duty of the commlsbon to exerc~se such 
p u e r s a s  the commlss~on shalldeem neceuaryand httingtocarry 
out the above ~taLed purpow 

Section 4 An arch~twlural review board and a pret.rva!lon 

1 61~lr1cl  rewe*, h a r d  with the f o l b w n ~  m e ~ ~ ~ h r s l ~ ~ , ~ .  duties and 
p,u.ers may he rreated by Ihe count). romm~sion 

(A) Each board xhall be composed of fwe members selected 
by the county comm~ss~on to serve overlappinp lerms Except for 
the f ~ n t  members, them term.; shall be l ~ v e  yean. (BI each board 
shall adnnt rules for the transact~on of bus~ness and shall keen a 
recod of'it~ resolutions, transactions, findinmanddehrminatiow: ' which record shall be a publlc record. Meetinus shall be held a t  

regular intervals, but a t  least monthly Each board may appoint 
such employees as it may deem necessary for its work, whoae 
appomtment, pmmolion. demotion, and removal shall besubject to 
the same provisions of law as govern other civil employees of the 
county. Each board may alsn contract with architects and other 
professional and technical consultants for such services as it may 
reouire, The exwnditures of each board, exclusive of gifts or 
Krants, shall beiilhin theamountsapproprialed for thepurposeby 
the counly eommi*sion. which may provide the funds, equipment 
and accornmdat~ono newswiry lor the work of each board. l C )  It 
shall be thedutyofthearchiwtural review board and preservation 
district review board to approve or disapprove plans b r  buildings 
to be erected or renovated which are located or are to be located 
withm the historic and preservation districts respectively and 
landscaping for the same.The boards'authorityshall extendonly to 
the exterior of any buildingwithin theboundariesofsuchdistricts 
and the board shall have no authority to review the interior 
construction, renovation or  style of any buildings w16hin such 
districts. 

Section 5. The county commission shall prescribe the 
procedure for the review of building plans for any building to be 
erected or renovated which is located or  to be located In the 
designated historic districts, including rulesgoveming decisionsof 
the architectural review board and the procedure for appeal from 
decisionsof the architectural review board.The countycommission 
shall prescribe the procedure for the review of building plans for 
any building to be erected or  renovated which is locatedor is to be 
located within the designated preservation districts, including 
rules governing decisions of the preservation district review board 
and the procedure for appeal from decisions of the preservation 
distr~ct review board. 

Section 6. The county commission may adopt such other 
regulations as are necessary to effect the purposm of this act. 

Section 7. All laws or parts of laws which conflict with this 

act areseverable.If any part 
of the act is declared invalid or unconstitutional. such declaration 
shall not affect the part which remains. 

Section 9. This act shall beeomeeffeelive immediaLely upon 
its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon its otherwise 
becoming a law. 

Approved May 19. 1980 

Time: 590 P.M. 



Act No. 89.960 S. 701-Senator Hand 

AN ACT 

d d r ~ t  or pnwwimn d,tmrt de$tm.lnm and spplicatwrm and reqwre&ta for 
r n W l l 0 "  

Be I t  Enacted by the Leg~nlalure of Alabama 

- Section 1. That Act No 89-497. H 1059. 1980 k l a r  Sewon 
(Acts 1980, p. 769) is hereby amended to contain addition'h pro&tons 
to read in full as follows and renumber subseauent sections accord- 
ingly: 

"Section 3. As used in this act, the following terms shall have 
the meanings or descriptions as provided herein unless the content 
clearly indicates nlhemise: 

"(I) 'Historic district' ahall refer to any district deaignakd as e 
histor~c district by the Baldwin County Commission pursuant to the 



terms of this act A historic district shall meet at least one of the 
ollowing criteria: I@ "a. The district is llsted on the national and/or state registers; 

or 

"b. The district shall contain a significant number of buildings 
( that a n  fifty (50) years or older; or 

I -c. The district shall contain build1ng8 of distinct historical 
architectural character; or 

I 
"d. Is an area where significant personalities or events existed 

or occurred. 

"(2) 'Preservation district' shall refer to nny district designated 
as a preservation district by the Baldwin County Commission pur- 
suent to this act. A preservation district shall meet at  least one of I the following criteria: 

"a. The district is a geographically definable urban or rural area 
which mntaim structures nr sit. or a canbination therrf  which 
have a special character, aesthetic Interest or value, and represent 

I 
one or more perind(s) of styles of architecture typical of one or more 
era(s) of the history of the area constituting a visibly perceptible 
section of the municipality or county; or 

"b. The district is an area with special character, design, or 
aesthetic value. 

I "Section 4. Applicants shall meet requirements Number One 
(1) and one or more of the other following reguiremenls in order to 
be considered for historic district designation: 

I 
"(I) At least slxty (fiOl percent of the d~strlct property owners, 

whlch shall also consist of a1 least 60% of the property. shall petdlon 
the Bsldwm County Commlsslon for a hrstorlc drstrlct dewgnation 

"(2) The bulldmgs or dlslr~ct shall alrendy be nn the slate and1 
or natlonal regtster 

I "(3) The h~storlc d~strlct shall fontam bulldings or stes of 
hrstonc rmportance 

"(4) The hlstorrc district shall contam bu~kl~ngs or sttes wlth 
dlstinctlve stylistic aeathetlc or locatlonal character wh~rh will likely 
be rona~dered hlstoriral in the future 

(5) The h~storlc dlstrict shall contain buildings or sites exhib. 
i t i~part icular  &lled k m p l e s  of craftsmanship and design whlch 
are or will likely be considered historical in nature. 

"(61 The histor~c distr~ct may have recommendations for des- 
lgnation by any federal, state, or other recognized survey of historic 
sltes or structures. 

"Sertjon 5. Applicants shall meet requirement Number Ow (I) 
and one or more trf the other following requirements in order to be 
considered for preservation district designation: 

"(I1 At kast sixty (601 percent of the district property owners, 
which shall also consist t i  a t  least 60% of the property, shall pet~tion 
the Baldwin County O~mmission for a pre$rvation districi desig 
nation 

"(2) Is a geographically definable urban or rural area which 
contains structures or sites or a combination thereof which have a 
soefisl character. aesthetic interest or value. and mresent one or -r.. 

more period(s.1 of styles of architecture typical of one'or more era(s) 
of the htstory of the area mnstituting a vis~bly perreptrble section 
of the municipality or county. 

"(3) Recommendation for designation by any federal, state, or 
other recognized survey of historic sites or structures. 

"Section6. Applicanls subm~tted for historic district or pres. 
ervatbn district des~gnation need be of no particular form, but shall 
contain the following information 

"(I) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant. 
If applicant is a group or organization, include the name of the 
person who is to be contacted with repect to the application. 

"(2) A written description of the proposed dtstrst, including 
present land use and general location, and of the structures and sites 
within the district, their condition, appearance, etr. 

"(3) A map or other graphic dencription of the proposed districl. 

"(4) The legal description of the pmgwed district. 

"(51 The h~slorrc arch~tectural, or other szgnlficance or the pro- 
posed d~slrlct 

"(fi) A one page petition for each property owner wlthln the 
proposed d~stnct, whether Lhe pmperty owner signed In support or 
opposlilon or was nnnresponswe to the pet~t~oned cauae 

"a. For the purpose of this act. each parcel of land is considered 
to have a single owner whether the prcel is owned by: an individual. 
a joint arrangement. a family unit, a partnership, a corporation, a 
religiom or fraternal organization, or s government body. 

"b Fach petition shall identify the pmperty owner by name and 
shall list all property thusly owned by that pmperty owner within 



I the district by map and parcel number as maintained by the Baldwin 
County Tax ~sse&r.  

"(7) A list of all land parcels within the district by map and 
osrcel number, orooertv owner name and address, and indication of 

I 
bupport or opp&ition fur the petitioned muse. 

"(8) A survey of significant sites and structures within the 
district. 

"(9) A list of national andlor state register denignees. 

I "(10) A proposed plan of dwelopment, if any. 

'Section 7. The county commission may vote to enlarge a des. ' 
ignated historic d i r i c t  or preservation district if it determines that 
the best interest of the district and county would be served by such 

I 
action and where the county commission has received an appropriate 
application. Applicants requesting enlargement of a district shall meet 
the requirements and follow the procedures set fort11 in this act for 
designation of the applicable type district. The geographical area of 
enlargement shall be contiguous to the existing district. 

I "Section8. The munty commission m y  vote to reseind the 
designation of a histor~c district or preservation district if it deter. 
mines that compelling and substantial supportive reawns exist and 
that the best i n m t  of the county and district wodd be served by 
such action. In arriving at  a decision, the county commission shall 

I consider information received with the application for rescission, 
information received at  the time of the district designation, and 
information received from both the public and Baldwin County 
Historic Development Commission. If the cwnty commission denies 
the spplicelion for rescission of a district designation. that district 

I shall remain as designated and no application for rescission will be 
permitted within the following period of four (4) years. A decision 
to rescind the district designation will abolish that district in lutal, 
not in part. 

"Section 9. Applicants shall meet the following requirements in 
order for the county commission to consider rescission of a district 
designation: 

"(1) Notification of the county mmmission and the Baldwin 
County Historic Development Commission by registered mail or by 
personal presentation to the county commiasion in a regularly sched. 
"led county commission meeting of the intent to submit an application 
for rescission of a district designation. Notification shall precede 
solicitation of the signaturea on petitions which request rescission 

"(2) A percentage of district property owners not less than 
seventy (70) percent shall petition the Baldwin County Commission 
for rescission of the designation. 

"13) Copies of the spplicat~on containing the information as 
required in this act must be rece~wd by the county mmmission and 
Baldwin County Historic Development Commission within the six 
(6) month period following remipt of the required notification from 
the spplimnt. 

"(4) If the m m p l e ~ d  application is not received by the county 
commission and Baldwin County Historic Development Commission 
within the prescribed six (6)  month period, the issue will be cansidered 
dead and no applicatioe for rescission will be permitted within the 
following period of four (4) years. 

"Section 10. Applications submitted for mission of a historic 
district or preservation district daignatiun need be of no particular 
form, but shall contain the following information: 

"(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant. 
If applicant is a group or organization, include the name of the 
person who is to be contacted with respect to the application. 

"(2) A written description of the district, including present land 
we and general location. 

"(3) A written and detailed description of the reasons to be 
considered for rescission of the district designation. 

"(4) A map or other graphic description of the district. 

"(5) The legal description of the district. 

"(6) A one-page petillon for each property owner within the 
d~strtct, whether the property owner signed in support or opposltton 
or was nonresponmve to the petitioned cause. 

"a. For the purpose of this act, each parcel of land is considered 
to have a single owner whether the parcel is owned by: an mdividual. 
a p in t  arrangement, a family unit, a partnership, a corporation, a 
religious or fraternal organization, or a government body 

"b. Each petition shall identify the pmperty owner by name and 
shall list all property thusly owned by that property owner within 
the district by map and parcel number as maintained by the Baldwin 
County Tax Aasesnor. Each petition shall be dated on the dete of 
signrng. 

"(7) A list of all land pareels within the district by map and 
parcel number, property owner name and address, and indication of 
support or cppusitiun for the petitioned cause. 



"Section 11. A historic development commission with the fol. 
lowing membership, duties and powers may be created by the county 
commission. 

"(a) Said commission shall be composed of no less than eleven 
members who shall be selecled by the county commission in such a 
manner as to serve overlapping terms. Except for the firsi members. 1 their terms shall be four years. 

"(b) The commission shall operate under a constitution as adopted 
by the commirpion and approved by the county commission. 

I "(c) The commlsston shall have as ~ t a  pulposes (I)  the pres 
ervatlon and pmtect~on of bu~ldlngs of hlstor~c and architectural 
value In the hlstonc d~str~cts. aa defined In Sect~on 2 of th~a set 
and the maintenance of the d~st~ncbve character of these dstr~cta, 
(2) the foster~ng and encouraging of the preservat~on restoratton. 

I 
and ut~ltzstron of buddings of h~stonc and arch~tedural value In the 
hatonc d~stncts, and (3) the development and pmmot1on of hl&r~c 
dlqtr~cta, as major tourtat attractions of h~stonc and economic value 

"(d) Sa~d  wmmrsslon shall have the power and authortty m 
addrt~on to all powers conferred on 11 by the general law (1) to 

I ~urchase sell, wntract to purchase, mntracl to sell, own, encumber. 
lease, mortgage and Insure real and personal property of all ktndn 
and descr~pt~ons, (2) to request sollc~t and accept @t%s, donations, 
pledges, fees, bequests, denses, loans or appmpnatlonn fmm my 
source whatsoever. (3) to set up at  such lawful depos~tory or depoe- 

1 
torles w ~ t h ~ n  the Baldw~n County, as a t  may selecL a 'Revolnng 
Fund for Htstor~c Development' whlch shall be mmpoaed of the 
montes wh~ch may come Into tta hands from any source whatsoever 
and whrh shall be med for the furtherance of the nhject~ves and 
purpow of the commlsslon, and (0 the cornmisston may employ 

I 
such profeswonal, office, teehnlcal and other personnel as may be 
necessary or des~rable for the carrying out lent 
manner of the purposes of such comm:sslon 

' (e) The commlsamn shall mnstrtute a nonprofit governmental 
agency whose funds shall be used exclus~vely for publte purposes 
Such commlsslon shall have a tax exempt status, and the propertlea 
of the mmmlsston and the tnmme therefmm, together wrth all leases. 
agreementa and wnuacts made by it shall be forever exempt from 
any and all taxatlon by the State of Alabama and any pol~t~esl 
subd~naion thereof, mclud~ng but not ltmited to, mcome. admlss~on, 
amusement exercw and ad valorem taxes 

"(0 It shall be the duty of the commlsslon to eaerclae wch 
powers as the commission shall deem necessary and fitturg to any 
out the above stated purpom 

"Sect~on 12. An architectural review board and a preservation 
district review board with the following membenhip, duties md 
powere may be created by the county commiarion. 

"(a) Esch board shall be composed of five members seleeted by 
the county commission to serve overlapping terms. Except for the 
first members, their terms shall be five years. 

"(b) Eech board shall adopt mles for the transaction of business 
and shall keep a record of its resolutionu, tranlsctions, findings and 
determinations, which record shall be a public record. Meetings shall 
be held at regular intervals, but a t  least monthlv. Each board msv 
appoint such employee. as it may deem necessa&lor its work, who; 
app~intment. pnmotion, demotin, and removal shall be suhiect to 
the same provisions of law as govern other civil employees o f  the 
county. Each board may aLw contract with architects and other 
professional and technical wnsultants for such servicea as it may 
require. The expenditures of eaeh board, exclusive of gifts or granta, 
shall be within the amounts appropriated for the pupurpose by the 
county commission. which may provide the funds, equipment and 
accommodations necessary for the work of eaeh board. 

"(c) It shall be the duty of the architeetural review board and 
preservation district review board to approve or d i s a ~ ~ m v e  ~ l a n s  for 
buildings to be erected or renovated which are located or &e to be 
located within the historic and preaewation districts respectively and 
landscaping for the same. The boards' authority shall exknd only 
to the exterior of any building within the boundsries of swh distriets 
and the board shall have no authority tn review the interior con. 
struetion, renovation or style of any buildings within such districts, 

"Section 13. The county coinmimion shall prescribe the pm- 
cedure for the review of budding plana for any building to be erected 
or renovated which is located or to be lmLcd in the designated 
historic districts, including rules governing decisions of the archi- 
tectural review board and the procedure for appeal fmm decisions 
of the architectural review board. The county commiarion shall pre- 
scribe the procedure for the review of buildinr plans for anv buildine 
to be erected or renovated which is located o; to be locaied within 
the designated preservalmn distriets, including rules governing de- 
cisions of the presemtion district review board and the orocedure 
for appeal from decisions of the preservation district review board. 

"Section 14. The county wmmission may adwt such other 
regulations as arc necemry to effect the purposes of t h s  act; prov~ded 
however that nothing in this act shall be mnsrrued to authorize the 
county commission or any architeetural review board pmervation 
district review board or historic development commission or any 



other entity created under this act to prevent or repdate the mn- 

r, 
struction or placement of utility poles, wires or equipment in any 
historic diatrict or preservation d~stricl. 

"Section 15. Ail laws or p r t a  of laws which conflict with this 
act are hereby repealed. 

I 
"Sedron 16. The provisions of thin act are severable. If any 

Mrt of this act is declared invalid or unconMutional, such declaration 
shall not affect the part which remains. 

"Section 17. This act shall become effective immediately upon 
its passsge and approval by the Governor, or upon its otherwise 

I 
becoming a law." 

Section 2. This act shall become effective immediately upon 
its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon its otherwise 
beaming a law. 

I 
Appmved May 19, 1989 

Time: 6:15 P.M. 












